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a fine site for a town. The Shields, it is said,
was the first ship to sail up as far as Burlington.
Anchoring before Burlington in the evening, the
colonists woke up next morning to find the river
frozen hard so that they walked on the ice to their
future habitations.

Burlington was made the capital of West Jersey,
a legislature was convened and laws were passed
under the "concessions" or constitution of the pro-
prietors. Salem and Burlington became the ports
of the little province, which was well under way
by 1682, when Penn came out to take possession
of Pennsylvania.

The West Jersey people of these two settlements
spread eastward into the interior but were stopped
by a great forest area known as the Pines, or Pine
Barrens, of such heavy growth that even the
Indians lived on its outer edges and entered it
only for hunting. It was an irregularly shaped
tract, full of wolves, bear, beaver, deer, and other
game, and until recent years continued to at-
tract sportsmen from all parts of the country.
Starting near Delaware Bay, it extended parallel
with the ocean as far north as the lower portion
of the present Monmouth County and formed a
region about seventy-five miles long and thirty